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HELCOM HOLAS II Workshop on integrated hazardous substances 
assessment (HOLAS II HZ WS 1-2018) 
 

Time: Wednesday 21 March 2018, 9:00 - 17:00 
Venue: HELCOM Secretariat, Katajanokanlaituri 6B, Helsinki, Finland 

 

Aims 
The aim of the Workshop is to validate the results of the integrated assessment of hazardous substances for 
the updated version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report, to be published in June 2018.  

More specifically, the Workshop will  

- validate results and associated figures of the updated integrated hazardous substances assessment, 
(document 2-1, Chapter 4), 

- review and provide comments to the supplementary report on the integrated hazardous 
substances assessment (document 2-1 as a whole). 

The updated supplementary report on the integrated hazardous substances assessment (document 2-1) 
outlines key questions to be addressed by the workshop. 

The Workshop will be chaired by Mr. Jaakko Mannio, Finland. 

 

Background 
The HELCOM HOLAS II project (Project for the development of the second holistic assessment of the Baltic 
Sea) runs from December 2014 to June 2018. In June 2017 the project provided the first version of the ‘State 
of the Baltic Sea’ report which is publically available online through a dedicated HELCOM web-site. The report 
presents the HELCOM second holistic assessment of environmental status of the Baltic Sea and addresses 
the status of pressures, their impacts on ecosystem components, their spatial distribution, and economic and 
social analyses of selected human activities.  

In the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report the integrated assessments of status were based on 
data from the period 2011-2015. The updated and final version of the report also includes data from 2016, 
thus extending the assessment to cover a six year assessment period. For this purpose the HELCOM core 

http://stateofthebalticsea.helcom.fi/
http://stateofthebalticsea.helcom.fi/
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indicator evaluations and integrated assessments have been updated. The integrated assessment on 
hazardous substances is based on the CHASE tool developed by previous HELCOM projects. 

The HOLAS II Workshop on the integrated hazardous substances assessment has the task to validate the 
results of the updated assessment. The supplementary report on integrated hazardous substances 
assessment provides an important associated document to the main report, including results and a 
description of the assessment methodology. The workshop is also invited to review the supplementary report 
and propose improvements. The updated version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report and the 
supplementary report will be presented for endorsement at State & Conservation 8-2018 and adoption at 
HOD 54-2018. 

 

Provisional Agenda and time-table 
Time Activity 
9:00 
 

Words of welcome   
Introduction to the work of the day and key questions for the workshop 

- Plenary discussion on the updated integrated assessment results 

10:30-11.00 Coffee break 
11.00-12.00 - Continued discussion on the updated integrated assessment results 
12:00-13.00 Lunch break  
13:00-15:30 - Work to propose amendments or improvements to the supplementary 

report 
15:30-16:00 Coffee break 
16:00-17:00 - Summary of discussion and recommendations from the workshop to the 

HOLAS II project 
Note: the outcome of the workshop will be agreed by correspondence within two 
days after closure. 
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